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Rationale:

The efficiency and effectiveness of restoration actions can be improved through
on-going evaluation and transfer of the most appropriate techniques and
technologies. Despite the increasing importance of restoration initiatives
worldwide, serious quantitative evaluation of the degree of success of
restoration projects is only rarely conducted. To improve the evaluation of
restoration actions, there are three primary needs: 1) to define evaluation
strategies and the appropriate criteria for success, 2) to incorporate recent
advances on indicators and evaluation methodologies, and 3) to harmonize
evaluation protocols employed in comparable projects.

Objectives

This symposium will perit discussion and comparison of evaluation approaches
and methodologies, and provide practical tools for evaluating restoration
success. Specifically, the following topics will be addressed: Candidate criteria
for evaluating restoration actions; attributes and indicators to be assessed from
ecological, economical, and socio-economic perspectives; basic information
needed; the role of reference sites; appropriate spatial scales for evaluating
success; potential for long-term monitoring of ecosystem trajectory analysis;
potential for short-term evaluation of restoration efforts for use in judging long-
term restoration success. Case studies presenting applications of novel
evaluation methodologies will be presented and discussed.
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